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February 7, 2010
The Honorable XXX

United States Senate/House Of Representatives

4321 First Street
Washington, DC 205XX

RE: Project Constellation Funding

Dear Senator/Representative XXX,

I am writing to express my opposition to the Obama Administration’s effort in its FY 2011 budget to end Project Constellation, which is tasked with building a replacement for the soon-to-be retired Space Shuttle and returning us to the moon in the 2020’s. Constellation has been supported by the last 5 Congresses.

Project Constellation was conceived from the recommendations of aerospace industry experts on the Columbia Accident Investigation Board (CAIB), which put safety as the foremost criteria for development of a Space Shuttle successor.  The human launch system that is the Ares 1 and Orion crew capsule has been designed from the beginning to achieve the CAIB safety recommendations.  

Currently, Constellation is achieving its milestones, inspiring our youth to pursue careers in science, technology, education and math (STEM), and affirming to the world the United States continued determination to lead in space. The Orion capsule will be flight-ready by 2013.  The Ares 1 rocket is achieving its design milestones, many of its technical problems, including the oft-quoted thrust oscillation phenomenon, have been resolved, and will be ready to launch by 2015, two years earlier than claimed by the Augustine committee. 

The NASA Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel (ASAP), in their annual report released in January, fully endorsed the Ares 1/Orion architecture as the safest, most reliable system for transporting astronauts to low Earth orbit and the most-likely candidate to close our impending gap in U.S. human spaceflight capabilities that opens with the retirement of the Shuttle.

Some have claimed that Constellation is being eliminated as part of the effort to reduce our nation’s budget deficit. This effort to close the deficit would be laudable were it not for the fact that FY 2011 funding for Project Constellation of $5.5 billion, as projected in the FY 2010 budget, stands at less than 0.43% of the 2011 budget deficit of $1.27 trillion.

Others have claimed moving to commercial launchers opens a new paradigm and breaks with the old ways of doing business in space. The commercial launch industry has made some strides over the last 5 years thanks to over $500 million in funding through NASA’s COTS program. However, when viewed in the light of the commercial launchers history of having more success at making promises than keeping them, of talking about launching new rockets than actually launching them, and of making profits than filing for bankruptcy, this decision appears reckless. 

Ending Constellation will relinquish our nation’s leadership role in space exploration and open the door for others to assume that role. I therefore ask that you support continued funding for Project Constellation, the best hope for our nation’s continued leadership in human space flight. I very much appreciate your time and attention.

Sincerely yours,

Your Name Here
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